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interlude you must wait for the printed trial, as I cannot
relate it accurately.

To-morrow the Duchess makes her defence; and on
Tuesday the Lords give sentence. She has not preserved
the philosophy of the first day, but abused the first female
evidence while giving testimony. Lord Mansfield left the
Ecclesiastical Court in the lurch; his cowardice always
supplanting his knavery. Adieu! you shall know the
sequel by Wednesday or Thursday's post.

P.S, When does your residence conclude ? and when do
you coine to Strawberry Hill ?

1694.   To THE EEV. WILLIAM MASOK.

April 23, 1776.

IF you expect a long letter, you will be disappointed;
if you are tired of my letters, you will be released. The
wisdom of the land has been exerted five days in turning
a Duchess into a Countess, and does not think it a punish-
able crime for a Countess to convert herself into a Duchess.
After a paltry defence and an oration of fifty pages, which
she herself had written and pronounced well, the sages, in
spite of the Attorney-General, who brandished a hot iron,
dismissed her with the simple injunction of paying her
fees; all voting her guilty, the Duke of Newcastle softening
his vote with erroneously, not intentionally. So ends that
solemn farce! which may be indifferently bound up with
the State Trials and The History of Moll Flanders. If you
write to her you must direct to the Countess of Bristol.
The Earl, they say, does not intend to leave her that title,
nor the house of Meadows a shilling, but there will be
quaeres to both designs. The Ecclesiastic Court, full as
guilty as the culprit* I dare to say, will escape as well.

WALPOLE.  IX

A auld not tell, and yet prevaricated; but for thisboth grown too old to
